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(2) from tlio wins which lit* dose to the uterus ami the ureter, and (3) 
from the veins posterior to the uterus lying in dose connection with 
the rectum. In his experience hemorrhage from the hist source is, 
as a rule, easily controlled; that from the vesical veins is best managed 
by separating the bladder from the vagina and uterus in the median 
line only, never trying to separate it at the sides until after the vesical 
veins have been secured by forceps on each side of the ureter, they 
may then be tied, cut, and the ureter dissected out of its 1 kmI without 
danger. Weeding from the remaining veins can usually be controlled 
by pushing the ureter away from ami down into the pelvis, damping 
aiways toward the uterus. In this way danger of injuring the ureter 
is avoided. FltoMME (Zrihch. f. Gib. u. Gyn., 1912, Ixxi, 321), in 
discussing the same subject, says that be has seen 2 eases in which 
severe hemorrhage came from large venous sinuses situated in the 
dense connective tissue so closely attached to the pelvic wall that no 
ligature could Ik* applied. Packing was ineffectual, and the only way 
to stop the bleeding was to catch the vessels with long, thin artery 
forceps. Since it was impossible to replace these by ligatures, they 
were left in position, the bundles protruding through a small opening 
at one end of the abdominal incision. The forceps were allowed to 
remain in place for forty-eight hours; both patients bad an uneventful 
convalescence, but one had to be subsequently re-operated upon for 
a small recurrence. The same difficulty was again encountered, and 
the same procedure carried out, with equal success. 

Histology of Pyosalpinx.—A very decided opinion as to the impossi¬ 
bility of distinguishing histologically between salpingitis of gonorrheal 
origin and that due to other forms of infection has been recently 
expressed by Mii.lkii (Monntsxchr. f. Grh. u. Gyn. t 1912, xxxvi, 211). 
As is well known, Schridde and other authors have advanced the 
hypothesis that gonococci produce very definite and specific changes 
in the tube, which are not produced by other bacterial invaders, these 
changes consisting chiefly in u thickening of the mucous folds, with 
loss of surface epithelium, and the formation of adhesions between 
adjacent folds, but more especially in an infiltration of the folds by 
masses of plasma cells, lymphocytes, and lymphoblasts. The most 
important elements of all be considers to be the plasma cells, from the 
presence of which in any considerable numbers, in the tissue or in the 
free exudate, “ a positive diagnosis of gonorrhea is justifiable.” Miller, 
however, maintains that theoretically it is very difficult to understand 
why plasma cells should possess a specificity in the tube which they 
do not show in any other part of the hotly. They arc found, as has 
been repeatedly shown by various authors, in many forms of inflam¬ 
matory granulation tissue, in infectious granulomas, in the primary 
lesions of syphilis, and in the brain in various conditions, such as lues 
cerebri, dementia paralytieu, acute alcohol and phosphorus poisoning, 
idiocy, sleeping sickness, etc. Miller dews not rest his objection to 
Schriddc's teaching on theoretical grounds alone, however. He has 
found in several eases of tuberculous pyosalpinx large numbers of 
plasma cells present, reaching to as high as 2"> per cent, of the elements 
composing the free exudate in the lumen. In numerous eases of 
streptococcic tulml infection /#«/ nborlnu, in which there were no 
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grounds for suspecting the presence at any time of a gonorrheal infec¬ 
tion, and in several of unilateral pvosalpinx following appendiceal 
abscess, in which gonorrhea could lie positively excluded, he found 
plasma cells in large numbers, and all the other histological features 
considered by Schriddc to be characteristic for gonorrhea. He con¬ 
cludes, therefore, that these criteria are all worthless, and that we do 
not possess at the present time any means of distinguishing with 
certainty between tubal infections due to the gonococcus and those 
due to tile streptococcus or staphylococcus, except in the comparatively 
small group of cases in which it is possible by staining or cultural 
methods to demonstrate directly the invading organism. 
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Infectious Abortion and its Relation to Man.— Theobald Smith 
and Marshall Fa by an (Cnttrulhl.f. Baht., Orig., 1912, lxi, ■>-!!) to ooo), 
Marshall Pabyan (Jour. Med. Research, July, 1912, xxyi, -141 to 4S<) 
Edwin S. Good (Kentucky Agr. Exp. Sin. Bull., p. I0o), prank M. 
Surface (Annual Report of the Kentucky Agr. Exp. Sin., 1912, pp. 
303 to 300) and others have recently studied a disease of cows and 
mares known as infectious abortion, which appears to threaten man. 
The disease is little known to students of human medicine, and a brief 
review of its essential features is therefore given. 1 1 has been suspected 
for nearly a century among farmers and breeders of horses and cattle 
that abortion was contagious in many instances and might spread 
from animal to animal in a heard. Not until lS9a, however, was tins 
suspicion made definite. In that year the Danish veterinarian, Professor 
Bang, and his assistant, Stribolt, isolated a small bacillus from abortive 
cows which has been proved beyond all doubt to lie the cause of 
infectious abortion among cattle. Owing to certain peculiarities in 
the method of growth of this bacillus, many of the best pathologists 
have failed, however, to find it for a long time. Recently, however, 
a numlier of investigators in this country and abroad have isolated 
the organism and subjected it to careful study both culturally and 
experimentally. There can he but little doubt that this organism causes 
a very large economic loss yearly ill this country and abroad. Statistics 
are not available for the most part, but Wall showed that among 
herds in Denmark, where infectious abortion was known to be present, 
more than 93 per cent, of the abortions were due to this specific organ- 



